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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Cooperative  State  Research  Service 

Special  Research  Grants  Program  for 
Fiscal  Year  1989;  Solicitation  of 
Applications 

Applications  are  invited  for 
competitive  grant  awards  under  the 
Special  Research  Grants  Program  for 
fiscal  year  1989. 

The  authority  for  this  program  is 
contained  in  section  2(c)(1)  of  the  Act  of 
August  4, 1965,  Pub.  L.  89-106,  as 
amended  (7  U.S.C.  450i(c)(l)).  This 
program  is  administered  by  the 
Cooperative  State  Research  Service 
(CSRS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA).  Under  this  program, 
and  subject  to  the  availability  of  funds, 
the  Secretary  may  award  grants  for 
periods  not  to  exceed  five  years,  for  the 
support  of  research  projects  to  further 
the  programs  discussed  below. 

Proposals  may  be  submitted  by  any 
land-grant  college  or  university, 
research  foundation  established  by  a 
land-grant  college  or  university,  State 
agricultural  experiment  station,  and  any 
college  or  university  having  a 
demonstrable  capacity  in  food  and 
agricultural  research.  Proposals  from 
scientists  at  non-United  States 
organizations  will  not  be  considered  for 
support. 

Applicable  Regulations 

Regulations  applicable  to  this  program 
include  the  following:  (a)  The 
Administrative  Provisions  governing  the 
Special  Research  Grants  Program,  7  CFR 
Part  3400  (50  FR  5498,  February  8, 1985), 
as  amended  (53  FR  49640,  December  8, 
1988),  which  sets  forth  procedures  to  be 
followed  when  submitting  grant 
proposals,  rules  governing  the 
evaluation  of  proposals  and  the 
awarding  of  grants,  and  regulations 
relating  to  the  post-award 
administration  of  grant  projects;  and  (b) 
the  USDA  Uniform  Federal  Assistance 
Regulations,  7  CFR  Part  3015.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  weight  allocated  to  the 
criteria  for  the  evaluation  of  proposals 
has  been  changed  by  the  recent 
amendment  to  7  CFR  3400.15(a).  The 
amended  weighting  system  is  applicable 
to  the  evaluation  of  proposals  submitted 
in  response  to  this  solicitation. 

Introduction  to  Program  Description 

Standard  grants  will  be  awarded  to 
support  basic  studies  in  selected  areas 
of  (1)  animal  health  research  and  (2) 
aquaculture  research.  Consideration  will 
be  given  to  proposals  that  address 
innovative  as  well  as  fundamental 
approaches  to  the  research  areas 


outlined  below  and  that  are  consistent 
with  the  mission  of  USDA.  The 
following  specific  program  areas  and 
guidelines  are  thus  provided  as  a  base 
from  which  proposals  may  be 
developed: 

Program  Area 

1.0  Animal  Health  Research 

CSRS  Contacts:  Dr.  Dyarl  D.  King: 
Telephone:  (202)  447-6428,  Dr.  Howard 
S.  Teague;  Telephone:  (202)  447-3847. 

Funds  will  be  awarded  to  support 
research  seeking  solutions  to  health 
problems  of  livestock  and  poultry  and 
major  aquaculture  species.  A  total  of 
$5,408,340  is  available  for  this  program 
area  for  fiscal  year  1989.  Up  to  $150,000 
will  be  awarded  for  the  support  of  any 
one  project  under  this  program  area, 
except  in  Aquaculture  where  the  limit 
on  a  single  award  will  be  $80,000.  A 
proposal  will  not  be  awarded  by  more 
than  one  peer  panel  in  the  Animal 
Health  program  area. 

Investigators  and  co-investigators 
who  have  received  Special  Research 
Grant  awards  in  the  Animal  Health 
area  during  the  past  five  years  must 
include  a  brief  summary  of  progress  and 
a  list  of  publications  resulting  from  such 
grants. 

The  overall  objective  of  this  research 
is  to  develop  and/or  refine 
methodologies  for  suppression  of  animal 
losses  due  to  infectious  and 
noninfectious  diseases  and  internal  and 
external  parasites  of  livestock,  poultry 
and  major  aquaculture  species. 

Research  should  be  directed  toward: 

(1)  Basic  studies  to  clarify  high- 
priority  infectious  and  noninfectious 
diseases  and  parasites  and  their 
interactive  effects  on  animal  health;  and 

(2)  development  of  practical, 
implementable  management  systems  for 
the  producer  to  prevent  or  alleviate 
these  significant  causes  of  animal 
losses.  Interdisciplinary  research  is 
encouraged  or  predisposing  factors  to 
animal  disease  including  the  effects  of 
production  environment.  Studies  to  more 
clearly  define  the  condition  of  the  well¬ 
being  of  animals  used  in  agricultural 
research  is  encouraged.  Other  studies  to 
define  the  needs  for  proper  animal  care 
in  Animal  Health  Research  and 
Teaching  will  receive  consideration  for 
funding,  especially  in  the  Swine  and 
Poultry  areas.  Research  may  include 
clarification  of  complex  or  unknown 
etiologies  including  nutritional, 
physiological,  genetic,  and 
environmental  interactions; 
development  of  improved  methods  of 
detecting  disease  agents  or  antibodies  in 
animals;  animal  products,  tissues,  etc.; 
clarification  of  disease  pathogenesis; 


determination  of  methods  of  disease 
transmission  including  transmission  by 
embryo  transfer,  artificial  insemination 
and  importation  of  animal  products 
(such  studies  should  mimic  as  closely  as 
possible  the  conditions  in  practice  of 
collection,  preparation  and  use  of 
embryos,  semen  or  such  products); 
development  of  improved  methods  of 
immunization  against  disease  agents 
that  will  provide  solid  and  persistent 
protection  without  compromising 
diagnosis;  development  of  alternative 
disease  eradication  methods  so  as  to 
limit  the  use  and  dependence  on 
biotoxic  substances  (such  alternatives 
may  include  biologic  methods,  sterile 
male  techniques,  artificial  pheromones, 
etc.);  development  of  other  disease 
prevention,  control  and  eradication 
technology;  and  epidemiology  and  the 
evaluation  of  the  economics  of  disease 
and  disease  prevention  or  control. 

Emphasis  on  enteric  diseases  of  Beef 
and  Dairy  Cattle,  Swine,  Chickens  and 
Turkeys  will  receive  special 
consideration,  especially  proposals 
which  offer  solutions  to  the  Salmonella 
enteritidis  and  other  Salmonella 
problems  facing  these  industries. 

The  specific  commodity  areas,  and 
their  subcategories  (not  prioritized),  in 
which  projects  will  be  funded  are  listed 
below.  The  commodity  areas  will  be 
funded  in  the  approximate  percentages 
shown.  Utilizing  the  recommendations 
of  the  peer  panels,  the  Administrator  of 
CSRS  will  make  the  final  determination 
on  specific  grants  to  be  awarded. 

1.1  Beef  Cattle  (Approximately  41 
Percent  of  Available  Funds) 

(1)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(2)  Reproductive  diseases. 

(3)  Digestive  and  enteric  dieseases 
(including  Salmonellosis). 

(4)  Parasitic  diseases. 

(5)  Metabolic  diseases. 

1 2.  Dairy  Cattle  (Approximately  18 
Percent  of  Available  Funds) 

(1)  Mastitis. 

(2)  Reproductive  diseases. 

(3)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(4)  Digestive  and  enteric  diseases 
(including  Salmonellosis). 

(5)  Metabolic  diseases. 

1.3  Swine  (Approximately  18  Percent  of 
Available  Funds) 

(1)  Enteric  diseases  (including 
Salmonellosis). 

(2)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(3)  Reproductive  diseases. 

(4)  Metabolic  and  musculoskeletal 
diseases. 

(5)  Parasitic  diseases. 
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1.4  Poultry  (Approximately  13  Percent  of 
Available  Funds) 

(1)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(2)  Metabolic  and  immunologic 
diseases. 

(3)  Enteric  diseases  (Special  emphasis 
on  Salmonella  enter itidis  in  Turkeys 
and  Chickens). 

(4)  Skeletal  diseases. 

1.5  Sheep  and  Coats  (Approximately  5 
Percent  of  Available  Funds) 

(1)  Musculoskeletal  diseases. 

(2)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(3)  Digestive  and  enteric  diseases. 

(4)  Internal  parasitic  diseases. 

1.6  Horses  (Approximately  3  Percent  of 
Available  Funds) 

(1)  Respiratory  diseases. 

(2)  Digestive  and  enteric  diseases. 

(3)  Reproductive  diseases. 

(4)  Musculoskeletal  diseases. 

(5)  Parasitic  diseases. 

1.7  Aquaculture  (Approximately  2 
Percent  of  Available  Funds) 

(1)  Infectious  diseases. 

(2)  Parasitic  diseases. 

Program  Area 

2.0  Aquaculture  Research 

CSRS  Contacts:  Dr.  Meryl  Broussard; 
Telephone:  (202)  475-5158,  Dr.  Howard 
S.  Teague;  Telephone:  (202)  447-3847. 

A  total  of  $137,460  is  available  for  this 
program  area  for  fiscal  year  1989.  No 
more  than  $80,000  will  be  awarded  for 
support  of  any  one  project  under  this 
program  area.  The  objective  of  this 
research  is  to  provide  and  improve  upon 
the  scientific  and  technical  base  needed 
by  the  aquaculture  industry. 

Because  of  the  limited  funds  for  this 
program  area,  only  proposals  focused  on 
commercially  important  aquaculture 
species  in  the  following  specific  area  of 
inquiry  will  be  considered: 

How  to  Obtain  Application  Materials 

2.1  Disease  and  parasite  control 

Copies  of  this  solicitation,  the  Grant 
Application  Kit,  and  the  Administrative 
Provisions  governing  this  program,  7 
CFR  Part  3400  (50  FR  5498,  February  8, 
1985),  as  amended  (53  FR  49640, 
December  8, 1988),  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  address  or  calling  the 
telephone  number  which  follows: 
Proposal  Services  Unit,  Grants 
Administrative  Management,  Office  of 
Grants  and  Program  Systems, 


Cooperative  State  Research  Service, 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Suite 
303,  Aerospace  Building,  901  D  Street, 
SW„  Washington,  DC  20250-2200, 
Telephone:  (202)  475-5048. 

What  to  Submit 

An  original  and  nine  copies  of  each 
proposal  submitted  are  requested.  This 
number  of  copies  is  necessary  to  permit 
thorough,  objective  peer  evaluation  of 
all  proposals  received  before  funding 
decisions  are  made. 

Each  copy  of  each  proposal  must 
include  a  Form  CSRS-661,  “Grant 
Application.”  Proposers  should  note  that 
one  copy  of  this  form,  preferably  the 
original,  must  contain  pen-and-ink 
signatures  of  the  principal 
investigator(s)  and  the  authorized 
organizational  representative.  (Form 
CSRS-661  and  the  other  required  forms 
and  certifications  are  contained  in  the 
Grant  Application  Kit.) 

Members  of  review  committees  and 
the  staff  expect  each  project  description 
to  be  complete  in  itself.  Grant  proposals 
must  be  limited  to  15  pages  (single¬ 
spaced)  exclusive  of  required  forms,  the 
summary  of  progress  for  any  prior 
Animal  Health  Special  Research  grants, 
bibliography,  and  vitae  of  the  principal 
investigator(s),  senior  associate(s)  and 
other  professional  personnel.  Reduction 
by  photocopying  or  other  means  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  15-page  limit  is 
not  permitted.  Attachment  of 
appendices  is  discouraged  and  should 
be  included  only  if  pertinent  to 
understanding  the  proposal.  Reviewers 
are  not  required  to  read  beyond  the  15- 
page  maximum  to  evaluate  the  proposal. 

All  copies  of  a  proposal  must  be 
mailed  in  one  package.  Also,  please  see 
that  each  copy  of  each  proposal  is 
stapled  securely  in  the  upper  left-hand 
corner.  DO  NOT  BIND.  Information 
should  be  typed  on  one  side  of  the  page 
only.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
ensure  that  the  proposal  contains  all 
pertinent  information  when  initially 
submitted.  Prior  to  mailing,  compare 
your  proposal  with  the  guidelines 
contained  in  the  Administrative 
Provisions  which  govern  the  Special 
Research  Grants  Program,  7  CFR  Part 
3400. 

Applicants  should  not  submit  the 
same  research  proposal  twice  in  the 
same  fiscal  year  to  different  research 
program  area  categories  within  the 
Animal  Health  and  Aquaculture  Special 
Research  Grants  program  areas. 


Duplicate  proposals  will  be  returned 
without  review. 

Where  and  When  to  Submit  Grant 
Applications 

Each  research  grant  application  must 
be  submitted  by  the  date  set  forth  below 
to:  Proposal  Services  Unit.  Grants 
Administrative  Management,  Office  of 
Grants  and  Program  Systems. 
Cooperative  State  Research  Service. 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Suite 
303,  Aerospace  Building,  901  D  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC  20250-2200. 

To  be  considered  for  funding  during 
fiscal  year  1989,  proposals  must  be 
postmarked  by  February  27, 1989,  for 
both  the  Animal  Health  Research  and 
the  Aquaculture  Research  Program 
areas. 

One  copy  of  each  proposal  not 
selected  for  funding  will  be  retained  for 
a  period  of  one  year.  The  remaining 
copies  will  be  destroyed. 

Special  Instructions 

On  Form  CSRS-661  provided  in  the 
Grant  Application  Kit,  the  Special 
Research  Grants  Program  should  be 
indicated  in  Block  7,  and  the  applicable 
program  area  and  commodity  area 
should  be  indicated  in  Block  8.  Select 
one  program  area  only.  The  number 
assigned  to  the  commodity  area  must 
also  be  cited  in  Block  8.  Example: 
(Animal  Health,  1.5  Sheep  and  Goats). 
The  final  determination  of  the  program 
area  and  commodity  area  will  be  made 
by  agency  staff  members  and/or  the 
appropriate  peer  review  panel.  The  code 
numbers  assigned  to  commodity  areas 
and  specific  areas  of  inquiry  are  listed 
below: 

1 .0  Animal  Health  Research  ( use 
appropriate  commodity  area  1.1  through 
1.7). 

1.1  Beef  Cattle. 

1.2  Dairy  Cattle. 

1.3  Swine. 

1.4  Poultry. 

1.5  Sheep  and  Goats. 

1.6  Horses. 

1.7  Aquaculture. 

2.0  Aquaculture  Research. 

2.1  Disease  and  Parasite  Control. 
Supp  mentary  Information 

The  Special  Research  Grants  Program 
is  listed  in  the  Catalog  of  Federal 
Domestic  Assistance  under  No.  10.200. 
For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  final  Rule- 
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related  Notice  to  7  CFR  Part  3015, 
Subpart  V  (48  FR  29115,  June  24, 1983), 
this  program  is  excluded  from  the  scope 
of  Executive  Order  12372  which  requires 
intergovernmental  consultation  with 
State  and  local  officials. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Paperwork  Reduction  Act  of  1980  (44 
U.S.C.  3504(h)),  the  collection  of 
information  requirements  contained  in 
this  Notice  have  been  approved  under 
OMB  Document  No.  0524-0022. 

Done  at  Washington,  DC,  this  12th  day  of 
December  1988. 

John  Patrick  |ordan, 

Administrator,  Cooperative  State  Research 
Service. 

[FR  Doc.  88-28888  Filed  12-14-88;  8:45  am) 
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